THYSANURA
Abdomen with ten or eleven segments. Antennae with
many segments. Anal cerci present. Abdominal styles
present.
TTiysanwa are confined mainly to tropical regions, very few
being found in temperate lands.
They are small, white or greyish, soft-bodied insects, recog-
nizable by their long, many-jointed antennae and anal cerci.
The body is narrow and flattened, varying in length, over all,
from a quarter to three-quarters of an inch, and is covered with
scales or hairs.
The head, which is well marked, is sometimes partly concealed
by the prothorax. Eyes may or may not be present. The
biting mouth-parts are drawn into the head (entotrophic) in
some forms, while in others they are situated externally as
those of normal mandibulate insects ; they consist of labrum,
mandibles, maxillae and maxillary palps, hypopharynx, labium
and labial palps.
Three distinct segments are present in the thorax; the legs
are moderately long, and bear two claws on the tarsi; in one
family a small, cylindrical appendage, resembling those on the
abdomen, occurs on the basal segment of the last two pairs of
legs. The abdomen is flattened with ten or eleven segments
either nearly equal or gradually tapering posteriorly. Ab-
dominal appendages occur in all forms, consisting of a series of
styles and protrusible, tube-like, vesicular structures, varying
in arrangement in the different groups. The sexes in Thysanwa
are distinct. In the female, the ovipositor consists of four
elongated, cylindrical, rod-like appendages, of which the two
anterior proceed from the eighth, and the two posterior from
the ninth segment. The male possesses a broader and shorter
spatulate process on the ninth segment.
Salivary glands are present in all forms. The alimentary
canal is straight and simple ; a gizzard containing horny teeth
is sometimes present.